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close by the city, and on the lower slopes of which it is built, is designated Mercs, from the accident w£dch befell the god immediately after his birth. These stories about Dionysos are of course but fictions of the poets, and we leave them to the learned among the Greeks or barbarians to explain as they may. In the dominions of the ' Assakenoi there is a great city called M a s-s a k a, the seat of the sovereign power which controls the whole realm.f And there is another city, Peukelaitis, which is also of great size and not far from the Indus. J These
•was a city to the name; butM. de St.-Martin is less sceptical, and would identify it with an existing village which' preserves traces of its name, "being called Nysatta. This, he says, is near the northern bank of the river of Kabul at less than two leagues below Hashtnagar, and may suitably represent the Nysa of the historians. This place, he adds, ought to be of Median, or Persian foundation, since the nomenclature is Iranian, the name of Nysa or Nisaya which figures in the cosmogonic geography of the Zendavesta, being one which is far-spread in the countries of ancient Iran. He refers his readers for remarks on this point to A. de Humboldt's Central Asia, I. pp. 116 seq. ed. 1843.
f Massaka (other forms are Massaga, Masaga, and Mazaga.)—The Sanskrit M a s a k &, a city situated near the GaurL Curtius states that it was defended by a rapid river on its eastern side. When attacked-by Alexander, it held out for four days against all his assaults.
£ Peukelaitis (other forms—Peukelaetis, Penkolitse, Peukelaotis). " The Greek name of Peukelaotis or Peuko-laitis was immediately derived from Pukkalaoti, which is the Pali or spoken form of the Sanskrit Pushkalavati. It is also called P e u k e 1 a s by Arrian, and the people are nained Peukalei by Dionysius Periegetes, which are both close transcripts of the Pali P u k k a 1 a. The form of ProHais, which is found in Arrian's P&riplus of the Erythraean Sea and also in Ptolenrf*s Geography, is perhaps only an attempt** to give the Hindi name of P o k h a r, instead of the Sanskrit P u s h k a r a." So General Cun-ningbara, who fixes its position at " the two large towns

